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2 BRIEF. 


[aro LO GY, 8 


patient in bearing Reproaches, 


ſuch have been the repeated high Char- 


Ne. and ſmart Laſhes that our Adver- 
aries have of late taken a Liberty, li- 
berally and laviſhly, to beſtow upon us, 

that we find ourſel ves concern d to clear 


and vindicate the Truth and Innocency 


of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, from thoſe ; 
black Aſperſions that haye rendred it 
101 and formidable, as though + 


ſo fri 
'twere only a meer Complication of pe- 


ſtilent Errors, as well as to fatisfy the : : 
Minds of fiich of our piouſly inclined - 
hbours, as may be deſirous to hear 


Nei 


5 a | Us a N for cork as alſo tor . RE 


"Ti is not that we toad Coane 
or deſire Controverly, or are im- 


that we appear thus publick; but 


„ ) 5 

Inform ation of thoſe” wh may have 
been impoſed upon, by that Dreſs 

2 | wherein on our Oppoſers hike repreſented 
us. And altho theſe: can object no- 
thing material againſt us now, that hath 
not been long ſince over and over of- 
fer'd by ſome of the ſame Perſwaſion, 

and have as oſten received Anſwers from 
ſome or other of our Friends (ſome of 
which have never yet been by them 
repfied unto) yet foraſmuch as thoſe 

., may not have come to the Vicw of many 

of our Neighbours, for whom this is 
chiefly intended, we thought fit briefly 

to ſay fo much as we think may be 

1 accomodate to the preſent Ocraßon; 
'Y 8 5 and which perhaps with unprejudic'd 
4 Minds may beſpeak our Creed not ſo 
1 mM - unſound and erroneous as our ſomewhat 
4 different Deportment hath rendred us 
Hobnoxious and contemptible, as well as 
den 5-44- diſtaſteful to thoſe who either ambiti- 
At. 23. ouſly affect Honour and Reſpect, and 
1 ent 5 Ive Greetings, or think a complaifant 
Compliance to the Faſhions, Cuſtoms, 
and Complements of the Age, to be one 
_ of the chiefeſt Felicities of this Life, 
and beft Expreſſion | of their ir ih 
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We therefore deſire our well-d poſed 
eighbours, candidly to weigh what 
ve have to alledge againſt theClamours 
of thoſe,” who to be ſure will not ſet 
is out to our beſt Advantage, and to 
ece ive an Account from ourſelves what 
ve are, and what we believe and hold 
For Chriſtian I. ruths, WhO certainly 
uſt needs know better our own Be- 
ief than thoſe who perhaps never ex-- 
min'd it, to any other End than to 
nd Fault, if eyer they did it; and al- 
© that you will not think it ſtrange, 
hat we expreſs not our Belief in ſome 
Particulars, 'in the affected Terms of 
on; Þther Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, but 
c'd think” it more reaſonable and. fafe to 
ontent ourſelves with that Dreſs * 


Language, in which the Holy Ghoſt 
us thought fit to hand them to us in the 
las FHoly Scriptures; thoſe moſt Excellent 


iti- And Divine Writings, which above all 
and Ppthers in the World challenge our Re- 


ant rerence and moſtdiligentreading; thoſe 
ms, racles of God, and rich Chriſtian 
one ITreaſuryof divine faving Truths, which _ 
ife, were written for our Learning, that we Ro. I $5 P 


hrough Patience and Comfort of them 
w> have ** a are profitable for 
Bee 
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2 Tim. Doctrine, Reproof, Correction, and Inor 

5, 5 frution in Righteouſneſs, to 'the per 

fecting and thoroughly furniſning o 

the Man of Gop to every good Work 

making him wiſe unto Salvation thio tha 

Faith which is in Chriſt, Jeſus; con] 

taining all Chriſtian Doctrines neceſſarlſc 

to be believed for Salvation, and are My a 

ſufficient external Standard and Touch | 

4 ſtone to try the Doctrines of Men; anc 

| Gal. 1. 8. we ſay with the Apoſtle, whoever the Oc 

F publiſh, and propagate any other GoPal 

ſpeland Faith than is therein teftified o tha! 

to us, by choſe inſpired; Pen-men whdſven 

were tlie firſt Promulgators 'thereoffjÞei 

though he were an Angel let him bqthe 

aa ccurſed; all which, and whatſoever if 

therein contained, we as firmly belie vnd 

as any of you do; and as he Dow 

of every fincere Christian, We are heat 

tily thankful to God for them, Wh Cat 

through his good Providence hath pre ror 

. ſerved them auf Time, mM an 6 2 

* and Comfort. Po 

WMe believe in that Great: Qainizo 

= rent God, that made and created al 

Ik̃qings, and gave us our Being, whon oe 
=_ 1 — TEYeRoncs 2% 


WE” -- 
for our Souls Welfare to Eternity. We 
believe that great Myſtery, that there 


the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and 
hat theſe Three are One in Being and 


Subſtance; And as do ye, all 85 


alſo hope for and expect Salvation, on- 


dur bleſſed Lord and Saviour JESUS. 
HRIST of Nazareth; believing that 


Salvation to the Ends of the Earth; and 
en, by which Men ſhall be ſa ved; Who 2 13. 


peing conceived by the Holy Ghokt, in 


he Womb ol the Virgin Mary, was born 


Sin; his Doctrine, Miracles, Sufferings, 
and Death upon the Croſs, without the 3 
ates of Jeruſalem; his Refſurre&ion -- 


od the Father, perfect Gop and per- 
fect Man, and the alone Mediator be- 
ween Gop and Man, and is our Ad- 


eth to make Interceſſion for us; and 


— 
— 


are Three that bear Record in Heaven,  Joh.s. 7: = 


y and alone through the Son of God _ a 4 1 


od the Father hath ordained. him for 1 Ifa. 4 1 1 1 
that no other Name is given under Hea- 4 1 47 
1 Pet. 2. 1 


of of her at Bethlehem; 48 alſo his holy 21, 22. 
* nd. exemplary Life, perfectly free from Heb. 4. 15) 


from the Dead, and Aſcenſion i into Hea- Ro. 8. 34. 4 
ren, where he is at the Right- hand of i N 2. 


30.4.1. 4 


ocate with the Father, and ever 8 i [ 


1⁰ ſhall judge both * ind De! e Act. 1 10. 42 — ; 


3 (© 8 ) 
All which, and whatſoever elſe i is re- 
8 him in the Sacred Boriptares, 3 
we firmly believe. h 

Col. 2.9. This Jeſus, in whom dwelt the Ful 2 
" of the God-head, we believe of. 

| fer'd\up himſelf according: to the Will 

of the Father, an table Sacrifice 

Epk. « to God, and "hw a Propitiaton for 4 
Joh 2.2. the Sins of Mankind, ts the End of the.” 

Heb. 10. Mori and died for all Men, as all died 

Rom. 5. in Ham; through whoſe Blood God 

v. 12, 18. proclaims Redemption and Salvation to. 

1 . * Man, and offers to be reconciled, andi 

.; . froely for his Son's Sake to remit, forgive 

1 and Rab hy all paſt Offences to as many 

Lake * as Wall truly and heartily repent of their 

% Sins, and turn from the ſame, and ſhall 

AS 151 1 believe: in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
2.4% love him, as for the future to live 2 

E Eph.4.22, holy, circumſpect, Chriſtian Life, and 
23,4. obey his Commands, n continu- 


Ro. 8.3. 4 ing in his Love. 
{by 15. Which holy Life. 1 much 2 Sat 
.. 14. * and frigly kept to in the Prim- g. 


Jon 14. tive Ages of Chriſtianity, that yhoſo- 75 


21, 23, 

24. & 15. Ver named the Name, O took the 
3 Name of Chriſt upon them, Were to de- 
3 hope + ol from N we belieye: ought 
** to 1 inſeparable fr a true and _ 


4 
I + 7 
5 
1 18 
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3 
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ful Chriſtian, as ever accompanying a 1 Pet. 4: 
rue; living, and active Faith; and it jam. 2. 
cems was thought no leſs necellary by 12. 7e the 
hoſe Who compoſed the Promiſe, that Ed. 
would be e in Behalf of Infants be- 
ore they were admitted into that once 
"Wacred Catalogue (to wit) that as they 
ame toYears of Diſcretion, they ſhould 5 2.11, 
orſake the Devil and all his Works, 
he Pomps and Vanitics of this wicked 47 
Vorld, Rd all the finful Luſts of the 1k. 1. »: 8 
Fleſh, and. keep God's holy Will and 1 
dommandments, and walk in the ſame a 
all the Day ys of their Lives: This we be = 22. 
lieve to a the bounden Duty of Man- 2 Cor. 7.1. | 
ind; and tho” our Oppoſers CY ſcoft 4 a5 fl 
and branded us with Error for hold- & : 
Wing Perfection, becauſe in pleading for Heb. 12. =_ 
a holy righteous Life as that which is Job. 4-4 4: = 
ell-pleafing to God, and avouching i 
is Power to be ſtronger in Man, as 
an cleaves to it, and believes to ref 8 
ue him from under the Power f 
Satan, than is that of the Devil to re- 8 
tain him in Thraldom, we have ſome- 
time made Uſe of the Words of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, as, Be you perfect as lat. 5 48. 
your Father which is in Heaven is per- Col. 4. 12. 
ra; 5 UcThat bath th Hope in no Job. 3. 3. 
1 


— 
— 


hn . 


4 Nd + "Ui 
rifieth himſelf even as he is: pure, Sc. Go 
Vet have we never pretended to a mo- Pf t 
ral Perfection beyond what is contain-Ius t. 
ed in the above Promiſe, which is ſoundf 1 
and true in itſelf, and is that whichſ 
_ God requires of us; and therefore tis, ne 
that we frequently preſs its Neceſſity, 
and fervently exhort People to its Per- 
formance. And notwithſtanding wel 
have hence been falſely accuſed, thatſhpr i. 
Ve expect to be ſaved by ourownWorks of 8 
as being meritorious; yet we don't ac- ig 
knowledge a holy Life as the efficient. no 
and procuring Cauſe of our Salvation; 
which we no leſs than you totally re- For 
i8 In. 5 8: fer to the free Grace and Mercy of God 

| _in-Chrift,, without any Merit in Man; fl: 
ny but we eſteem it as a conſtant Compani- ig f 
n on thereto, and a neceſſary Condition on 8 
End. our Part in Compliance with God's im 
4 gracious Offer, bor which we may 
eb. 11.6 ee inſeparably annex d inim 
Nom. 12. to that Faith which on fr .plealzth God, poo 
and is but our afonable Duty. 
ned. 2 9. And we believe that although Chriſt, 
TE thus offer'd up himſelf once for all, Na. 
C | for the Sins of all Men to the End of the Dif 

World, thereby rendring Repeſtanceſto 
and Amenc e Life e 
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od; yet that the 3 Belief 
of that alone is not ſufficient to entitle 
i to that e Salvation that comes 
by cg but chat tis of Neceſlity that 
ichſve truly repent ann be converted from A8. 3.191 
tis, the Eyfl to the Good; and therefore ties 
ity, no leſs. neceſlary for us new than twas & 26. 163 
der- for Believers in the Apoſtles Days, that 20. 
Velkve: be turned from Darkneſs to Light, 
hatÞbr in other Terms, from the dark Power 
of Satan, to the Power of God, who is 
Light, that thereby we may every one 
know the Work of Redemption and 
P alyation, wrought in and for ourſelves: 

For tis not enough to believe that 

Chriſt died, if we feel not the bleſſed 

an; ¶ffects of his Death, who came to ſaye 
ani Iis from our Sins, and bleſs us by turn- Mat. 122 WM 
100 ing us from our Iniquities, and gave g. 2 
od'snimſelf for us that he might redeem 
na) us from all Iniquity, and They, unto 
himſelf a ral People eben oy 

good Works. 

For we alice Gach to \be the natus Gen. 2.17 
ral State of Man ia the Fall, that by 2 Gor 4 
all, Nature we. are dead as to God, at a 1 1 
the 2 from him prone to Evil, and Gen 6. Fo 
o gratify the Deſires of our re 
; Oy 8 'd by "as corrupt 


1 - | 6 12 * Tk 
4 ca 22; ful Luſts of the Fleſh, and under the pri 
Tim. , Power of a ſtrange King, rul'd by thehst 
26. Prince of the Power of the Air; ſo thatſiing 

our inward Man being thus dead from 

* . God, we cannot exereiſe our ſpiritualſhnd 
. Senſes towafds him, nor can this natu. nv 
„% mul Man perceive, know, or ſavour the at 
Things of God, which only are ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned ; Wherefore, notwith- 

_ ſanding our Saviour died for Us, We 

are yet by Nature in a miſerable un- 

done Condition, in Captivity to our 

1 Souls Enemy, except we know the ſe- 
1 Cor. 15. Cond Adamthe Lord from Heaven, that 
37. quic kning Spirit, to quicken our Souls, 
2 1 7 and make us alive to God again, that 
Ro. 8. 11. being reſtored to the Uſe of our in- 
2b. 5. ward Senſes, we may by the Aſſiſtance 
"Do 9. of his Divine Light (where with for 
Eph. 2. 3. that End he hath ple all the Sons and 
4 5, 6. Daughters of Men) ſee ourſelves in 
* this {ad and loſt State under the Wrath} 
of God, and abhor ourſelves thierefore, 

and under this living Senſe ( wherein 

| Things will appear with another Aſpedt 

than befofe) cry to God for Delive- 

; Cr. 7. tance therefrom, with ſuch an inward 
hearty: Sorrow as works a true Repen-i 

_ -. tanceforthe ſam — "VE not onr being 
CT” I e 
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= @ UG 
prinked, when Infants, that will make 
s true Chriſtians, convert us from he- Joh: 1727 
ng; Children of Wrath to become 23: I 
hildren of Grace, and Sons of God, Ro. 8. 14. 
Ind Members of Chriſt's Church, and 
weſt us in an Intereſt in him; tis not 
arning gur Cateckhiſm and ſubſcribigg 
o certain Articles of Faith, though he- 
her ſo Orthodox, and being educated 
A hiſtorical Bel Belief of what Chriſt did 
OT us above en hundred Years ago; | 
is not this only that will adminiſter „ 
ſufficient, true and ſaving Knowledge * 
df Chriſt, and really intereſt us ig his 
Death and Sufferings; all which People 
nay talk of and pleaſe e Act. 26. 18 
vithal, and yet continue ſo faſt bound = | 
mce under the Dominion of Satan ( who, fill. _ 
forfS$ules-where Diſobedience is) a8 ; thoſe : 1 + I 
cls perfect in that Leſſon; but the F 
and ES Knowledge of Chriſt, is to 
now ourſelves cee from Darkneſs 
o Light, from the Power of Satan to Cal. 1. 8 
he Power of God, that by it we may 
de delivered from the Power of Darke 
Weiſs, and be tranſlated into the King 
ard dam of his dear Son, to know his Jay- 
en-Ming Power really to reſcue and redeem | © 
us Ms under 31 Power of him 79 


mt 7 
| 


RatttenchraT d us, ani lead Captive a 
Marz 3: 37 his Will thoſe who live in the Vatit, 
of their Minds, to'know Him bind this 
ſtrong Man; to ſpoil his Goods and diy 
|, Sled aid caſt him out, to know Chriltſhi 
| Lake 5. to fit in the Soul as a Refiner, to burn Ero 
Ro. 15.16 WF come, and deftroy, to purify anc 
a througlily to purge out vhatſoe ver ie 
: Thel. 5. contrary to him, to waſh us and make 
Cor f 2, Us Clean, that we may haye Right to 
Job. 14.23 Paxt in bim, that being#ct andi 
3 faritified;! he may take up his Abode 
1 With us exerciſing, his Kingly Power, 
and Working in us both to will and to 
YT doof his good Pleaſure. The Mind be- 
ing thus diſentangled, and having caſt 
off its former "Yoke, the old Things be- 
ing done away, all Things now become 
new; a new tender Heart of Fleſh ac- 
. cording to the Promiſe, new Thoughts, | 
Deſires, Inclination, Affections, Words, 
8 Actions, this new Inſide roducing al 
3 1 Out de alfo, even th oughout a 
nw Credtute, now in Chriſt indeed, 
and really etfitled to thoſe Benefits that 
accrae fo Men through him; that liy- 
jam. 2.18. ing Faith hit pleaſcth God and gives 
to the End. "aw Lg is ever fruitful to Him 
god Wor bein © . this 
' $9} | 8 5 8 Wark 


1 * 

ork of Redemption and Regenerati- Heb. 122 
n thus wrought in the Soul by Jefſus 
brit, together with that moſt preci- 
pus Sacrifice which he offer d up, when 
Nis precious Blood was ſhed upon the 
roſs for us, we believe compleats the 
Walvation of every Soul that is thus 

wakened, and made alive, and ſet free, Ro. 6. IT 
Þy the Power and Spirit of him that is 4525 


Every Soul that truly hives to God, to 
valk in that holy Way of Life, Truth, Ifa. 35. 8, 
nd Peace, that was prepared of old? 
or the Ranſumed. Bd Redeemed to 
all ing. . © 
And we beffeve that he graciouſly | 
vaits with exceeding; great Kindneſs, 
nd Long: ſuffer ing, that Men may re- 
dent, knocking at the Door of every Rev. 3. 20. 
Man's Heart, freely offering, but not 2 
mpoſing his Aſſiſtance to this. molt Nat 23. 
oncerning Work and Change in the * 
inds of Men; fo that in * Day 
vherein God will judge the World by, 
Jeſus Chriſt, and every fecret Thing 
vill be made manifeſt, | Goc will be 
uſtified and clear of the Blood: of all 
Men, and every Mouth will be ſtopped; 255 
: nd | every Man $ Condemnation will be. © 


> 


8 . 2% LEIFY of 


he Way, the Truth, and the Life of Joh. 5.36. 


6 Ts 16 ) 
19 himſelf for havin rejected the Day 
of his Viſitation, e God calls to 
Man, and offers to be reconciled to him 
for reſiſting the Strivings, and lighting 
Nen. 9.20 the Reproofs of his Spirit, Which in 
matchleſs Mercy he hath. given Man 
to inſtruct him, and ſhew, and lead him 

in the Way e of Life and Peace... ar 
We believe, that tho' the Pravity 
* Man's Nature! in the Fall, 1s ſuch, De 
that the nataral or carnal Man, that is 
. Eumity ag ainſt God in es State of meer 
nes 5,7, Nature, 19 — 7 n the Things of theſſnc 
Fleſh, and naturally brings Bo thelis « 
Works thereof, and cannot pleaſe God, 
nor keep and obſerve his Laws, but is 
= prone to Evil; yet that thoſe who em- 
ss brace the Viktation of God, and arc 
ay regenerated and born, again o 
i! Heb. 4-12 incorruptible Seed, by the Word of God 
tſhtat lives and abides for ever, that in- 
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n Jam. g. 4d grafted, Word that is quick arid power -g 
I 3 John 17. nl, and able to Kare and ſanctify the 
19. Soul, are born into a new Life, 18 4! in- 
veſted with another and higher Power, 

Ci and becomes ſpiritually- minded, and by an 
il Joh. 3.6. the Spirit are {et at (8 Nara; to walk al- A 


ter the Spirit, and bring forth its Fruits ar 
and! receives Ability from the * to in, 
[> erve 


_ 
— 


= (is ) 
92 ec G0 ieee being now led Ro. 8. Re 


the Spirit of God and become his 
bildren, b Elb of Him, and through 
he Spirit of Adoption. receiv'd into 
heir Hearts, have Right to call God : Cor. 12. 
Father, nd Jeſus Lord, for Having; RB. 
1 e Spirit mortihed the Old a 6. 6. 
L fit Nature, with his corrupt 5 5575 
ws prayed Inclinations and evil G. * 24. 
Herd wy put him off, having crüci- Col. 3. 9 
ey the Fleſh with the Affections and 
mY, W they put on the, New 
10 k nly Mag, Which after God 
2 e in Ri, obtcouſticf and true 
Holineſs, and being renewed in tie 
WOpirit of "their Minds, they now walk Ro. 6 
in Newneſs of Life, | 4d ate really in & 7. 6. 
hriſt, and therefore are changed and 
become new Creatures, and now think 
and act under the Conduct of a prin- 
ipal Superior to that Which formerly 
governed them, having theit Minds. * 
the raiſed to a Region above tliat of fallen 
in- Nature, fo r now the Stream e 
ver T houghts, Defires and Actions, tans in 
another Current, and the Beat. of er 
Affections are after thoſe Thin 2 
are aboye where Chriſt is 1s; ; that Bibs Ga, 3˙ R 
Ing now open d that ſees 2 more tran- 2. 
. ſcendent 


—— — —— — 


* 
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ſeendent Beauty and Deſirableneſs in 

: iy inviſible «24 durable Treaſures of 
him, than all the tranſient Felicitic: 
this World can afford. | 

; 5 And we believe that eld Ex 
_ Ro. 13 14 ths bleſſed Imputation of Chriſt's 
# Righteouſneſs, aught thus to put on theſi 
Lord Jeſus, and to be thus clothed up- 
on, and covered with his Righteouſ⸗ 
neſs, and in Meaſure have his holy Lite 
brought forth in and through them, 

and knoy him to enliven and influence 

W 16. 25.12 their Minds, and to work in and for 
= 8 5 — them, and that without him they can 
W Joh. 15.5. donothing, but thro' him that ſtrength- 
ens them, they can do Wharſoever he 
_ Iv commands them, that as they abide liv- 
ing Branches in him, thro that Sap and 
Viitie: the 2. d. ally receive from him, 
| Job. 15. they are made able to bring forth Fruits 
5% welkpleaſing to God, whereby he is 
| glorified. For though God the Father 
accepts us in Chriſt, and for his Sake; 
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they are converted, and throughly lea- 
vened in another Nature, and are in 
their Meaſures Partakers of the Divine 
Nature, which only can work the Will 1 
of God. We requeſt our piouſly- in- 


to weigh $1 conſider, the abſolute Ne- 


ceſſity there is for every true Chriftian — 


thus to know; their Minds moulded Col. 1.13. 
and faſhioned anew, by the Power and 

Spirit of Chriſt, working mightily in 
them, in order to their pleaſing God by 

a holy rightcous Life, having eſcaped 
oy * that is in the World 

©... _ through 
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; 7 ( 42 ) 
4B through Luſt; and conſidering that t ny 
wo attained as apprehended i 
the underſtanding to be neceſſary, that 
with all Diligence they addreſs them. 
| ſelves to the performing that which j 
the main and proper Buſineſs; of ou 
Lives. Wherefore. as it hath pleaſed 
4 the Divine Power to give us all Things 
8 pertaining to Life and Godlineſs, ſo lei 
i nap 2. 11, us with a vigilant Attention to, and co: 
EW working) with that Grace, vhich to that 
12, 13. End is given, work out our Salvation 
Vith a reverend Fear; ſince a good De- 
gree of Attainment herein is ſoon loſt, 
except there be a conſtant ſedulouy 
Matchfulneſs upon the Mind amidſt all 
Buſineſs and Concerns, to have a Check 
0 upon our Words and Thoughts, and a 
' Mat. 26. diligent. preſſing forward: For while 
* we live in this World we are liable to 
Temptations, and may enter thereinto 
alſo, without a ſtrict Care and Watch- 
fulneſs; our Senſes preſenting many 
Baits to our Minds on every Hand, 
which Satan makes Uſe of to beguile, 
and many Provocations offer themſelves 
200. 129 in our Pilgrimage; againſt all which 
| God's Grace is ſafhicient Armour;,asour IR 
1 are W by it, fo Fa where 


any 
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ny Shortneſs is, *tis thfough . Iafneri. 
75 Negligence, or Inadvertency. = 


that Or is it a dangerous heinous 1 
m chat we with very many Profe ſſors of 
hy hrittianiry, believe the Univerſality f. 145- 0. 


the God to all Mankind; 

bat Goc ho is good to all, whoſe _ 

fercies extend to all the Works of 

is Hands, is fincere in his Intention, > | 

nd Atteſtation thereof, and doth not :4.:: 

lefign to delude us, when he affirms, Esel. 33. 

hat as certainly as he lives he delires ,,* Me) 

ot the Death of a Sinner, but rather 

hat he would return and live; that 

od, Whoſe Love and Mercy i is nhl John 3. 

ited,” doth graciouſly” and generouſly _” 

eckpffer Salvation, through Jeſus Chriſt Ifa, Kg . 4 

nd a upon certain Conditions to be per- Rev. 22. 

ormed on our Part) to all Mankind, x. 

o every individual Man and Woman 
"the Face of the Earth, which is 

he true Goſpel-mefhage, good hor, s Luke 2. 

of great Joy, which ſhall' be t * 

People, Peace on Earth, and good Will 

towards Men; good Cauſe indeed to 

rejoice,” that all are within the Verge 16. 55-7. 

of Mercy and free Pardon; that God . Re 8: 

is indeed no ReſpeRter of "Perſons, but he End. 

here Ban . he r 

any | the = 


Row. 5.18 | 


42H Heb. 2. WW, ea for eye every 


pee. e. given to. e to prof With e 


= * * thoſe that Pi? x | 


37. the Day of ben Viſitation he "over 


2 5 that the) Aer we taken away, "they 
If. 63.1 10. ys rdneſs 'of Heart : that being ab ent 


+8) 
| He chit gehe bi un 


2 bag teouſneſs is of him acce 92 : "nt id th 


3+: 35: 5 Chriſt died for the "Sin 99 75 0 
A Lom Aer | 
Tie. 2. 11. jnt$ Cee 8 ny, 
1 Cor. 12. 2. Ying Grace Hat appea peated t all Mi) Sd 
7. and à Manifeſtation of the Spiri lf 
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8 e the 1 
Calls of this Grace "and relle the Spit ; 
Mat. 23. and hides and neg jects their Talents tig 


4nd Ci 5 Wichse Hiebei 4 
Net. 9.20 ceaſe long ef to, hiv 1 4 


are leſt 10 0 mſelves, and given to 6 
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o believe he a dangerous and 
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od. e. 


071 6 pu 0 d to 

1 Hog by the al Wor. 
| | hip : 400 Devotion, all Pregching, Pray 
s Aff flembling together, and Holy 
ting, as t Were uſeleſs, by! invalidat- 


nothing contributing (as. a neceſlary - 
Fondition on his Part to be performed 
1 r neglected) towards his Sal vation or 

* ternal DeſtruRtion, _ We dare not take 
pan Opinion ſo diametrically oppolite 
o the very Attributes of God, and his - 


iepeated Proteſtations to . eee, 


g all whatſbe ver on Man s Part, as 


_ 
- PRs 
PR. f * 
1 
3 w» 
«SSR AS „ 
5 N ; 
- LIT St 4 af l 
n y 1 > v V8 . 1 
* 7 2 2 - 4 n 
n i 2 . LATE It 4 A 4 ; TY hs #3 4 
* Y 2 
P ps 
— - — — o — 1 


« 5 
* tis 
4 
0 8 
g 1 ; 
=» = 
Le FA © 
/ 
- * 
. 4 
# a 
* . 
* 
4 "2 
q 4 
% * 
3 
1 * 4 : 
+ a — 
, 5 5 
1 A i 9 
3 3 % : 
8 l 
* 
/ rc r 
— RY 2 7 
2. Aoes. * = N 9 


n 
4 


CO ES * * — Wim Cop. — — 
— — — Dr 
— — — — — — — 


—— — tote — 
— —— nr 


m ² ⁰'¼ ⁵⁶ . ̃ . 4 OOO. 


ABCS. 2 2 tour 


— ——— — * — 
SL — — — — 
1 2 
32 


. 
1 / 
7 
EI 
MS a” 
— - "RIA * 
. * 7 4 1 
n n 
S 7 ne — — - 
* . : 


m—" * 
and wich ſome Men thus ; preſume. to atMlifte 
mign his Juſtice, Mercy and Goodneſ Per 
we cannot believe thatGodwhoisLon im 

tlelf and Goodncis itſelf, and hath alWhe 
2 "manifeſted a wonderful Care ani&th 
- Concern for Man as his darling Cres pal 
tare, it being diſagreeable to h Non ſed 
er, to d Ae these that have not de all 
ſerved to be puniſhed, and n 1 
0 18. Pleaſure in the Death of him chat die Lig 
Pic 11. ſhould yet make a major Part of ManU 
. 24+ kind with Deſign to damn them, unpro. 
vod thereto, without ever tendering 
them Salvation; or that he would make 
che far greater Number wholly unchre 
ble of accepting the Salvation tendred 
them, by putting it out of their Power 
; 2 thoſe Conditions and Terms 
upon which he offers it, and then con 
demm them to eternal Miſery for not 
. _ complying with thoſe Conditions that 
| 'twas impoſſible for them to obſerve: 
Ia. 45. 22. For he don't only call to all the Ends o 
the Earth (which implies all Mankind) 
to look to him dhe ſaved; but he 

| hath given to every one a Portion of his 
Spirit to enable them ſo to do, he hath 
= . 3-14, not only ſent forth the Son of his Love 
= to thed his Blood * 

1 te 


* 


— 


h) 


ifted up as Moſes liſted up the Brazen 4 
Serpent, -that whoſoever believeth in Joh. 6.44, W 
im ſhould not periſn; but healſodraws 45: . YF 
hem, and as they will receive it, touch- 
th them with that Divine Magnet that 
ly can incline an gimpower them ef- 
ſectuelly to turn to that Pole in which 
I our true Happineſs centers. 4 
But this is the Condemmation, that Job. 3.19, Y 
Light is come into the World, and Men 20. 
dve Darkneſs rather than Light, be- Eph. 541 3. 
auſe their Deeds are Evil; and hate 
ing che Light, and will not bring their = 
Deeds to it, leſtit ſhould reprove them; 9 
for whatſoever is reprovable is made Y | 
manifeſt by the Light, but Men love 
their on broad Ways, to purſue tdzde 
Wight of their Eyes and Deſire of their ;,,, ., ia 
Minds, and got hate to be con- 
trol'd therein and reform'd. The A- 
poſtle ſtirring up the Epheſians to Pu- 
-Mrity of Life, and to avoid ſeveral Rails 
there mentioned, faith expreſly, Let uo 


Van decerve yu "with vain Words, for en. 5 5 |} 


it he becauſe: f —_ rs cometh the Wrath 
f hie, Gadopon the Children of Diſobedience. 
hath And in another Place, That thoſe who = 
Love ive after the Fleſtr ſhall die. So that * * 
to be tis for want of Peoples: embracing vhe 
ifted © E 2 


= Y 48. T 
ee and bringing their Deeds toſſſtcrt 
the Light of Chriſt in their Hearts, and Juf 
Prov. 6. Heedi ing the Reproofs of Inſtruction Car 

Which is the Way of Life, for want o 

' owing to the Spirit, and by i it mortify- 
ing the Deeds of ge Fleſh, that PeopleMupc 
are loſt and ſentenced to Perdi ition, andFcc 
not becauſe they were perſonally andi 
; SY incond itionally reprobated from all E- Happ 
1 Tim. 2, ternity. God, who is Lord of all, i G0. 
3.4. gracious unto all, and would have allſ&aif 
| Men to be ſaved; but they diſohey theſſſto. 
Call of God, and reject his Offers, andi uh 
reſiſt the Strivings of his Spirit, and are Re. 

deaf to thoſe Knocks of our Saviour for ten 

Rev. 3. 20. Reception and. Entertainment in their iiit) 
3 Hearts, and chuſe and prefer the pre- Eſt 
ſent World, and will not deny tliem-¶ Ch 
llelves to follow Chriſt. Tis not 3 int. 
theſe Men ſay, becauſe Salvation wa con 

| never within their Reach: If 'tuereſ the 
not, whatmuſt we think? Were thoſeſ not 
Luk. 16, feigned Tears then that our Saviour ere 
$1.45: ſhed over Jeruſalem, when the Day o Ic 
37. its Viſitation was over? Saying alſo, Wh 
Ha often would Thave gathered thay pal 

as a hen gathers her Chickens, but "oe one 
wwould not ; not you could not. ai 

* 28 Men e can be ſo hardy as to en-ſj th: 

| tertain | 


— 
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s tolfftertain-an Opinion ſoderogatory to the 
and uſtice, Mercy, Love, and Paternal 


oſpel-meſſage, we cannot but admire 
hat ſhould induce them to obtrude it 
pon others, and'urgguit as tho twas a 
andlneceſſary Point to H believed in u 
the Chriſtian Religion; for we cannot 
Japprehend how this begets Love to 
cod, increaſeth Faith in Chriſt, and 
raiſeth our Veneration for him, excites 
ih to Diligence, and encourages Picty, 
and which is that which advanceth true 
Religion; but on the contrary, that it 
tends to the indulging ſome in a Secu- 
rity, and procures in others a ſlight 
Eſteem of the. Death and Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, as being partial, and caſts them 
into Beſpond, and probably may en- 
Forage both to gratify the Deſires of 
their Minds to the full Extent, ſince 
nothing can alter ſuch a ſuppoſed De- 
cree of God one Way or the other: 
Yet wedeny not the Preſcience of God, 
who fore-knows all Things, Things 
paſt, preſent, and to come, being at 
once preſent to him; ſo that it may 8 
A aid, ſuch who believe in Chriſt Wi 
en- chat living active Faith that works by 
| _ * Love, 


are of God, and repugnant to the 


"7% )- 


Tove, and excites to Obedi jence, 500 
perſevere therein unto the End, and 0 
know Sal vation by him, are in him in 
whom the Election is before the World 
began; and that thoſe who ſo belieye 


5 but reject th Tenders of his Love, 
by perſiſting in Diſobedience, ne- 
leck ſo great Salvation, are condemn'd 
„already. Nor do we deny ſuch a Pre- 
ference as that ſome are made Stewards 
cover more, and ſome fewer Talents, ac- 
cording to which, their Improvement 
ought to be: Where much is given 
much is required, and where leſs is ge- 
ven leſs is required; for God is juſt 
and equal in all his Ways, he is not a 
5 hard Maſter, that he ſhould exact or 
at. 25. 

14, hie expect more than the Improvement 
5 28. of his own : Had he that receiy'd but 
1 1 one Talent, imploy'd it and made it 
1 two, we doubt not but it had been ac- 
cepted; for we believe that none are 
—_ | fromEternity abſolutely excluded with- 
4 daut any Talent, and that a Day alſo is 
= afforded wherein 'tis poſſible for them 
= to improve it. So that though the 
Grace may work more powerfully in 
ſome than in others, yet are all leſt 

without Excuſe. Ts 
: T here 
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to Ta ſhort, who I ſuppoſe 1 none will 


| (4 5 
There is yet another Opinion depen- he 
dant on this, which we cannot receive 
neither, as they ſtate it, for which our 
Oppoſers think very ill of us; that is, 
once in a State of Grace and ever fo; 
that there is no total or final falling a- 
way from Grace. How this Doctrine 
— true Leal and Piety, and im- 
proves Chriſtianity, we can't under- 
ſtand, nor ſee no other Reaſon why 
its Votaries ſhould be ſo fond of it, but 
becauſe tis concordant to that of Per- 
ſonal Election and  Reprobation; ſo 
that thoſe who imbrace the one, are 
bound to believe the other: But other 
ways, certainly it tends rather to ſlack- 
en than ſpur on People to that Care 
and Diligence, and conſtant unwearied 
Watchfulneſs to Prayer, which our 
Lord ſo much exhorted to, and the A- 


poſtles ſo ſolicitouſiy preſſes the Saints 


every- Where to be ſound in, as of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity. What elſe means thoſe 
Promiſes of Reward in the Revelations, 
to thoſe who ſhould overcome and 


hold out to the ena but to engage them 


to a conſtant Perſeverance ? Or what 
needed it, if twere impoſſible ſor ——— | 


E3 deny a 


3 
: . 


E Rev. 2. 
$. 10. - 


as trim'd, or elſe they could not pro- 


8. thoſe were not call'd by Saving Grace, 


( 55" ) 
deny to have been in a State of Grace? 
5- And the Church of Epheſus was threat- 
ned to have their Candleftick removed, 
if they repented not, and did their firſt 
Works; and thatof Laodicea tobe {pew- 
ed out of his Mouth. Who can ſay thoſe 
ſooliſh Virgins in the Parable were not 
once in a State of Grace, whoſe Lamps 
were once lighted and burning, as well 


perly be laid to be gone out? Or that 


in whoſe Hearts the Heavenly Seed in: 


43 7, 8, 14, ſprung up, and for a time proſpered, I in 


till the Bryars and Thorns, the Over- ag 
care and Concern about the Things of N /e/ 
this Life, choak'd it; *twas not that R 
they hadnoDay of Viſitation fromGod, ed 
wherein they might have wrought out I of 
_ their Salvation, had they continued to I 7o 
make the Kin gdom of Heaven, and its #; 
Righteouſneſs, their firſt and chieſeſt + 
Choice, and plac'd their Treaſure there, I ir 
and diſentangled themſelves from thoſe at 
nnneceffaryCares,theSeed that was ſown a1 
an ſprung up, was the very ſame with || C 
that which in the honeſt Heart brought * 
forth Fruit abundantly. _ \ 
| Surely Paul, that great Apoſtle, was || v 
not 


* 


CH) 


not of theſe Mens Opinion, when after 


Ine had long laboured in the Goſpel, 


takes care to keep under his Body, left . Cor. 9. 
while he preach d to others, he nimſelk 27. 
ſhould be a Caſt-away, whom yet we 
doubt not, but they will grant was then 
effectually called, and in aState of Grace. 


And the Author to the Hebrews writ- _ 


ing in the third Chapter, to thoſe he 
calls holy Brethren, and Partakersof the 
heavenly Calling, Verſe the 12th, ex- 
horts them to take heed left there was 
inany of them an evil Heart of Unbelief 

in departing from the living God. And 
again Chap. 4. 1. Let us therfore fear 
leſt a Promiſe being left us of entring his 
Reſt (ſurely then not eternally reprobat- 
ed) any nl ou fhonld ſeem to come ſhort 
of it. Verl 12. Let us labour therefore 
to enter that Reſt, leſt any Man fall 
after the ſame Example of Unhelief. 


Again, Chap. 6. Verſe 4, 5, 6. fpeak- 


ing of thoſe who had been enlightned, 


and had taſted of the heavenly Gift, 


and were made Partakers of the Holy 

Ghoſt, and that had taſted the good 

Word of God, and the Powers of the 

World to come (ſhew'd Signs that they 

were „ — and in a State of 5 
| „ 


= Ezek. 18. 


„„ | 
Grace) that if they ſhould fall away 
'twould be impoſſible to renew them 
again to Repentance; not becauſe they 
were eternally reprobated, but becauſe 
they crucified to themſelves the Son of 
God afreſh, becauſe they grieved his 
good Spirit, and rejected the Means: 
:4, 26, Hath not the Lord ſaid, If a righteous, 


and c. 33. Man turns from his Righteoufneſßß, he 


v.18. ſhall die: Who can be righteous with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace ? No 
Man can make himſelf ſo; tis not in 
Man to direct his own Ways; and yet 

it ſeems tis poſſible for him to fall from 

it, aſter he has lived ſo long under its 
Conduct as by it to be made righteous 

and one would think ſhould then be 
 fanQtified too. Our Saviour ſays of him- 
228 455 6. ſelf, 1 am the true Vine, ye are the Bran- 
e; ; my Father is the Husbandman, eVe- 
ry Branch in me that beareth not Fruit, 
 betaketh away. Again,Ifa Man abide 

not in me, he is caſt forth as a Branch and 

ic withered. Su rely thoſe whoare Bran- 

ches in Chriſt, while ſo, are accepted of 

the Father; and yet it ſeems tis poſ- 

ſible for them to fall away and be cut 

off as withered Branches; whence he 

oſten N this Condition, 11 % a= 

ide 


TS) 


bide in me; and preſently he ſaith, _ 


Way to continue in his Eove, was to 
do his Will as he had that of his Father s, 
and continued in his Love. But tho' 
we can't embrace their Opinion, for 
their Reaſons, and as they ſtate it, but 
that 'tis poſſible for People to make a 
conſiderable Progreſs in Grace, and yet 
for want of a careful and conſtant 
Watchfulneſs to that Grace, they may 
fall away: yet we believe ſuch a State 
and Growth in Grace, through a vigilant 
Attention thereto, and ſuch a Degree 
of Faith attainable, as that n 18 
more going forth. rat! +1 

But that which ee be our capi- 


talError,and the Top of all their Cl 


7 
and that which to ſilence all Pleas in 
our Behalf, is our omitting the Uſe of 
the Ordinances (fo called) of Baptiſm 
and Bread and Wine. John indeed, as 
the next immediate Fore-runner: of 
Chriſt to prepare his Way, gave an Al- 
larm to the eus that were fo ſecure 
under the Law of Moſes, and proclaim'd 


the Kingdom of Heaven at hand, and Mat. 3. 2. 
the time come wherein God command- — * 
ed the Jews, as well as others every» 


*twas not ſufficient 


where to repent ; 
fag — 


Heb. 9: 9. 
'2 Cor. 10. 
7 | 
James 1. 
: 


forth good 
The:Law of Moſes took hold on exte- 
rior Acts and could not make perfect as 


for chem to 80 on in n and then 
offer thoſe reſpecti 


ive Sacrifices which 
the Law enjoin'd them for the ſame. 
But now the Wrath of God was near 
to be reveal'd from Heaven againſt all 
Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men: 'was not ſufficient to deck and 
make clean the Outſide, of the Cup and 
Platter, but the Inſide was to be clean'd, 


and hett the Outſide would be cles 


alſo. The Ax was now laid to the 
Root, and every Tree that hrought not 
Fruit was to be hewn down. 


pertaining to the Conſcience, but now 
that Diſpenſation was to be eſtabliſh'd 
that comes nearer home, and takes cog- 


nizance of the very Thoughts, that 
Sin be not ſo much as conceiv'd by the 


Will's joining threto. Wherefore John 
was ſent to adminiſter the Baptiſm of 
Repentance, as a lively Eigure gi that 
which was preſently. aſter to follow 


for John's Baptiſm was not capable to 


produce this Effe& upon the Mind: 


and he himfelf teſtifies, that though he 
luaptis d them with Wa ater, yet he that 
came * him, that cvas before him, and 

| more 


N 


who by it are baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, 5. 
are baptized into his Death, and their 


righteous Life: 
Effects ofthe Baptiſmoſ the Holy Ghoſt 
and Fire, and Benefits that _ 5 


i 0 12 57 \ i 
ds , ſpould baptize Mat.c. 3. 


them with the Hol by Ghoſt,a nd with Fire 


that his Tan was in his Hand, and that 


'twas he ſhould throughly purge his Floor. 
which is the great Work that is to be 


done under his Goſpel-diſpenſation, to 

take away the Sins of the World, and 1 John 3. 

deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to 8. 
purify Peoples Hearts, - and make 

tern e minded; this! is the pro- 


per Effects of ChriſtsLaſti ing Baptiſm; 


not the waſhing away of — Filth of 
the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a good » I Por 0 


Conſcience towards God, to purge our * 
Conſciences from dead Works, to ſerve 
theLivingGod in Newneſsof Life. The | 
Baptiſm of Chriſt is but one, and thoſe E: Sd 


* 6.3. 
and v. 6, 
old Man crucified with him, that the - 7. 7 


Body of Sin may be deſtroyed and they 
no longer ſerve Sin, becauſe they that 
are dead with Chriſt are free from Sin, 


and made alive to God to live a holy 
Theſe are the bleſſed 


to thoſe who are in Truth waſhed by 


an in that holy Laver which entit- Zech. 13. 
8 


; Cor. 6. 
Ef» 


dend the Spirit ef G 


tinue always amoneft 


would not Joln decreaſe : Nor will it 
ſolve this Allegation, That twas abo- 


& > 
6 
% 


eſt Cone k — this invard-ſpiri 
tual Papel esc, that our Hearts 
waſhed; 1 and fancti 


7 put on Chrift, and a are in him who 
is the Subſtance, in whem the I. ypes 


ended. Joby knew and foret6&ld him- 


Tort that He au enen but Chriſt 


Ay, 1 thall 


„ 


but I 75 de- 
ee; but were Ver dagen to con- 


Chriſtians, then 


Hht as Johns and inſtitated anew as 
Chriſt's, for then hath Chriſt his dif- 


ferent Goſpel- bapriſms, Which fi is erro- 


we believe twas rather in com 
with the Circumſtances of Time than 
of Neceffity,and in condeſcention tothe 
ae of the Church, and even the fame 
NY = 


neous.” 
We grant that ſome of che Apoſtles 
ald uſe Water-baptiſm for a Time, but 


pliance 


$ of Behievers in the very In- 


wherein John bapt ized, who was 
not only a true Melſenger of God in 
| y Su ; a 


4 


(PP -- 
"1 his Ti ime, but had gained great Credit 
irj. among the People, and his Memory and 


fridthe A poſtles tolerated the believing 
Jedi to hive in cettaity Rites and Cere- 


ſtanding the Meſfah was come in the 


Fleſh and abrogated them? ſo difficult 


Thirigs wherein t 


ed, a to which their Minds are once 
+ glew d, and ſome of them ould have had 
the believing Gentiles come under that: 
Yoke'and be circumciſed, which Paul 
their great Apoſtle withſtood, ſering be- 
yondall thoſe Things; no itigt hat tłid 
Kingdom of God was not Meats: antb 


Ales | Prinks, but Righteouſneſs, Fence and Rom. 14. 
bor Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and not in Word: 17. 
2 


ance | but Power, not divers Waſhings and 
than | amal Ordinatices which wetc Shadows 20. 


1 3 to periſh, but the Body is of Chriftzca. 3 
- In- and thioſe thar are in him, are in him 14 and 16, 
3 eomplent, believing that if t they were eb e e 


Heb. 9. 0 ? 
\ was Neircumeiſed, Chriſt ſhoald/profit thenr 10. — 


od in] nothing; and yet we ſee: ſuch was his Gal. 5. 


Ab D 
N F 3 


je could not ſoon be forgotten; nor 
ti. was it eaſ to draw them from a Pra- 
ve fice that bur Juſt before was acknow- © 
x}, | [edged to be of DivineAuthority: for we 


| monies of the 'Mo/arah Law, notwith- 


tis to diſengage People from thoſe 
hey have been educats © 


1 Cor. 4. 


be 28. 


be was at ernten ſhaved his Head 
Ad; c. 21. K6& behaving hiniſelf as a Jeu, for the 
v. 20, tro Sakes' of tho Who could n6t Tee fo far 
as himſelf. And not wiffiſtand inglie was 
ſach a laborious and zealous Publiſh 


1 cor. 1. of the Goſpel, yet we find he baptized 
14 but very few, at thanks God rhat 
he baptized no more 
5 then eſſential tothe G but Lith' 
: Cor :. Plainly, that he was not” ſe to Vap-= 
3B - tize, but to preach the to tüin 
Cal. 1. 13: People from Darknies-to Lis * ſhoes 
the Power r Saen 89 800, 'W 
delivered ee e Dar 
ne raflited witothe Ki 
don he oratory tis 3 
of abſolute Necelſity to our Salvation: 
A did not then”baptize becaaſe ſonie 
otticrs did it, which yet is a8 Large 4 
_ Commiſſion as perhaps” any pretend: to 
 now-a-days. Of which we ſay as he 
did of Circumciſion, (tho we 0 not 
Sant tis the Seal of the- Covenant, 
aud introduced in Room of Circumci- 


ſion, as ſome will have it, but without 


Seripture · authority) Babtiſmor no Bap- 
tiſin availeth any thing ſhort of a new 
Creature, which is the trueſt Sign of 


and 


Gundingeionlccd 77 morhy, and when 


er 


0 *twas not 


e the — * * q 


1 ec e Ceremonies. and 


* 


| . laps [2.200 4 < \i re 5775 * 22 
being in Chrig, and is beyond 
85 Sigus Whatſoe ver; The Ape 
ſtles having thus indulged it, f tis no 
vonder tha tas continued, any fince 


gat Fonting, under the $ ee or 
as Corruption eatred the Church, and 
was ine fęnſed, the Spirit and aa of 
Chriſtianity; was\more.and. more Cclip- 
ſed, and th i el os grew. 
darker,, andthe adhered. nen to ex- 
ternal Performances; 8 not opl py cap: | 
tinued that which-had. been u 5 
their Predeceſſors, or at. leaſt dae 


thing in its;Stead; hut by. Degrees ad- 


began to trim an de k that. 
Rely 30 in ielf'was plain, lnple, 
yrs pry .,conl Fo, d more 5 
o Wer ivige Love than gut war 
Exyatic which procelngh Time 
ws pdreſtandgamiih'd, that.tsanguſ, 
Splendour became inviting to athers, 
Inger this Degeneracy an ber br 
up, Infagt-Bapgiſmy, a meer human iu: 


J EE ng Script -anthe- 


rity geighore bye FR, 0 
8 e Nn Fi 100 Hop. 8 
W was ing used un! 4% i 
a Bir 


- 
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But that Which makes ther loudeſt 
E ry of all; is our Diſuſe af: the Sa- 
erament;fo'called, of Bread: and W ine, 
tis this is "thatiipeftilent mortal Ertor 

that am our Oppbſem Account, renders 
us:worſethen the Papiſts, hate ver. tis 

that makes us the Spawn of the Jeſu- 
mes, Which with auch others are Epi- 

85 mee are de rede 
ly, to renderius as Odious a 
— be to the Reople, and carry a great 

deal of Raneour in them, and fayours 

_ of too much Gaul, to proceed from the 

2 Tim. z. meek Spirit of Chriſtian ity,that teach» 
5% eth to best feace ithʒ and have Cha- 
rity ſor all that oall on the Lord out 
of a-pute Heart: But whether, upon 
the whole Matter, we:deſerve this ſe- II 
verb bittet Canſure: or whethey thoſk 
that ſo liberally beſtolss it npOm:us, 
Dave 4 juſt Right to caſt tha fivſt Stone, 
Ts what we dbſito qur ts 
Xo-conſider, and nov*pidge us alſo by 
Whole fale, from an immlirit Belief o 
hat other ſay; of:ns4..1 We are not ig- II 
mopant of the gtoqtdjoiſcrard Stir there 
nat lu been ahout / this in Ghriſtendom, 
To theifemdaliaing Chriſtianity: mog 
1 85 ' bbrts eib — Furfs > Ih Papiſts 
have n iiddommight Kdolatry, 


affirm 


60 
fixening* tis the ens Blpod, 4 


and as ſich adores it (one would think 


twere better let alone) others; that 
Chriſt is in. it, dhough they know not 
how: One ſaith tis this, another 'tis 
that, while they all ſeem to expect that 
from it which it doth not neeaſſarily 
adminiſter, for want of diltinguiſhing 


between that Bread of Life that came 2 6 
down from Heaven, that Fleſh and $1, 56 


Blood of Chriſt, which giveth Life to 
all that feed thereon, by which they 
dwell in him and he in them, and. that 
Supper which was eaten by the Pri- 

mit ive Qhriſtians in Commemoration of 


his Death and Sacrifice; Which are not 


ſo/ connext, as that the one neceſſarily 
includes the other, as Experiencgabun- 5 
dantly teſtifies, would People but be 
true to themſelves herein; o 

are there that receive this? rom Year - 
Year, who yet complain all their Iives 
of Deadnefs, Dryneſs, and Lean 


et of Soul, and want of Power, not receiv- 


t ig- 
here 
10m, 
nong 
piſts 


atTy, 
Hrm- 


ing that rene wing of Life and ſpiritnal 
Strength that is propoſed init, and ſa 
but an empty Shadow indeed for how 
can they in Truth expect to feed on 


Chriſt ſpiritually. in their Hearts who john 14. 
will not admit that he OT — in 20, 21, 23. 


F 3 dus 
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his Saints, but eſteem it an Error in 
choſe that do; however, we believe all 
People ought to be well perſwaded in. 
their own Minds, and ſeriouſly conſi- 
derate in theſe and other — Prac- 
cices, and not take up Things meerly 
traditionally becauſe others do it; nor 
ought they to be vehemently preſt to 

or againſt Things not abſolutely eſſen- 
tial to Salvation, in which their — 
ſtandings are not clear: nor ſhould any 

be ſoft or reproacht for thoſe Things 
which to them are Matter of Con- 
ſeience, and therefore ſacred, tho! to 
others it may appear of leſs Moment; 
a Practice that is a great Shame among 
People profeſſing Chriſtianity. Nor 
do we judge and condemn thoſe that 
are found in the Practice either of this 
or Water-baptiſm as'twas'primitively 
uſed, whoſe ſober, "Chriſtian, 6ircum- 
fpet Lives witneſſeth to their fincere 
Intentions herein, who may: be con- 
ſeientiouſſy tender in it, and fearfuLto 
omit it, till they are otherwiſe fully 
rſuaded :- But for us, to whom the 
Barrenneſs anti Emptieſs of theſe out- 
ward viſihle Things are manifeſt, we 
: cannot continue. therein, yielding no 
| Aatisf: my nor adminiſtring 
any 


r in 


e. all 


d in. 


fi- 
rac- 
erly 

nor 
t to 
Ten= 
der- 
any 
ings 
on- 
52 to 
ent; 
ICng 
Nor 
that 
this 
vely 
um- 
cere 
con- 
1Lto 


filly 


the 
Out- 
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g no 
tring 
any 


ny Mward ſpiritual Grace tous. Where " oy Pet. OY 


and grac ieus, we wait for the ſincere 


5 5 65 ) 
ſore having taſted that the Lord is good: 


Milk of that Word byshich We have 
been begotten to God: that we may re-, 
ceive Strength thereby and grow in a et. 3. 1s | 
Grace, and the Knowledge of,ous,Lord, 
Jeſus Chriſt, and: a greater Acquain- 
tance with that tme. inward ſpiritual 
Communion and Fellowſhip with him, Rev. 3. 20. 
wherein he ſups with his Saints, and 
they with him; and receives Life by 
him, who dwells in them, and they. in Eph 5. zo. 
him; as the Members are joined to the 
Head, and -partakes gf its Liſe, and 
liveth. by it; or the Branches to the 
Vine, which receives Liſe, Vertue and John 15. 5. 
Nouriſnment from him, whereby 
Fruit is brought forth to the. Glory of 
God, and ell-pleaſing to him. /Tis 
not ſuffic ient᷑ that e participate here- 
of once a Month or Quarter, but as 
the Jews had their Manna freſh. every Exod. 16 | 
Morning, ſo ought we to receive a 21 | 
daily n renewing of Strength 
in our inward Map, by cating that hea- 
venly Bread, that nouriſheth,up,toy- 
ternal, -Lije, and drinking — 4 ; 
of that Well-of Living Water, whic I j, OY 
— ſprings up toLaic Fmal; 


Ks 


; T 2 fy 

; for as in God we live, move, and have * 
our very Being; ſo is Chriſt the true l VH 
and proper Liſe of the inward Man by 
which it truly lives to God, nor can 
it live but by him. Thoſe that are 
begotten to God by the Word of Life, 
and are born again of the Spirit, are 
privileged thus to feed on Chriſt, and 
enjoy him, which none can do that are 
not firſt quickened and made alive by 
him; none can receive Life, Sap, and 
Vertue from him as Head and Vine, 
that are not firſt joined to him as Mem- 


bers and Branches of him) nor is it ele 


ſufficient to make People Members of 
Ohriſt, and give then Admittance to 
feed enim 4 in that they were ſprink- 
led when Infants, Sc. as we have al- 
ready expreſs d, tho' they ſhould eat 

Bread · and: dripk Wine all their Days. 
Since then we no leſs enjoy the Sub- 
ſtance without the Sign, why may we 
not omit it, as either being but tem- 
pPorary, or not of abſolute Neceſſity, 
as well as our Oppoſers do that which 
was inſtituted (to uſe their own Term) 
at the ſame Time, and with as great 
Solemnity, and greater Formality, and 
was no leſs politively commanded un- 
det the ſame Pretence ? Why may not 
ny 


* 


1 wy... * the 
Lia ofthis, and excuſe us from being 


mand. of Clift, as releaſe. them from 


that of the Apoſtles concerning Things 


not good Reaſon to conclude, that if 
theſe, had not been long ſince laid 


Baptiſm and Bread and Wine been 


now ag caſy under its Omiſſion? 
Traditions Gala, and du 
makes. greater: Impreſſions om Meng 
Minds, than — ne m 
be ſennble af non is ãt an eaſy 


at firft; to- move them from (tho 


end — it. Would but People wholly 


der it impartiallyg. tis probable, there 


may-appearino ſuch reatIDiffercnge,. as 


equal Reaſon-.to:continne the othe 


qhaggrable;with;the Breach of a Com- 


ation, 


Task 


Things to-which they have beeu faſt- 
relinquiſch theſe Prejugices, - and conſi- 


Jak t omit Poo e a 3 


e tis DOVE that Bread that 5 A 
4581 ; Le - 


waſhing onec-another's Feet, and ſecure Job 12.44 
them from the like Cenſure ? As alſe 55-14-15 


ſtrangled and Blood, and that of James aa; rg.) 
anointing the Sick with Oil? Why 20. 0 
ſhould they be thus partial ? Have we th, 41 5 


doun, they would have cleavd as ar J a 
eloſe to chem; and that had thoſe f 


* * 
£ * 


then diſcontinued allo, they would) be CTY 'v 
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Life to the Soul, nor doth neceffarilyhut - 
include it) but that Chriſt may be andÞreſ 
is received, and fed on without it. ier 
Nor that thoſe can be thought to for- ply 
get his Death and Sacrifice, who ſen- have 
Tit. 2. 14. fibly partake of the Benefits thereof yer 
and purſue its Ends; who are taught ] 
Gal. 1. 4- and aſſiſted by him to livea godly. righ-fknx 
teocus. Life, and bears about in themſheta' 
the Marks of the Dying of our Lord 
Mat. 1. 21 Jeſus; ho died for all, that thoſh 
2 Cor. 5. Who live ſhould no longer live to them- Life 
* ſelves, fulfilling the Deſires of ' their | 
: Minds, but to him that died for them; 
| Phat. 3.10, _ that through the Power of his Refur- 
. rection, they may mortify the Deeds n 
_of the Fleſh; and have Fellowſhip with Is 
his Sufferings, in hom his Life is pi 
made manifeſt; neither can thoſe who 
acknowledge kis Death and Sacrifice, 
and partake from Time to Time of this 
Bread and Wine in Memory of it, and 
yet are not by him. redeemed from A 
vain Con verſat ion, and made conform- Ito 
able to his Death, and ſo feed On him 
4s to participate of that Liſa that comes 
dy him, in anynriſe eſeape Damnation, 
ler eser traben be 9 will. 
Since then God hath.xe enyb'd. our. 
Heatrs' by his Grace, and hath not 
438-4 „% with- 


TS 

| rith-held his heavenly Minna from us, 
arilyShut daily owns us by his comfortable 
andſpreſence, to our great Satisfaction, un- 

it. her the Omiſſion of theſe Things, ſup⸗ 

for. plying our Wants and Neceſſities as we: 
ſen-ſhave Recourſe unto him, in that which 

reof, ver hath” Accels>ubto him, - having 

ight pur eontinual Dependency on him, who- 
igh-frnibles and ſtrengtliens this of us that 

hem eta Gur printitive Since- = For « We intend not 
ord ty Ind Ante ity. “ to live: 4 o apoligize for thoſe 
hoſe bet; Þjous, and Chriſtian e % they may be _ 


em- Life, dich is the certain e ep — 2 
heir In odcr of ſpiritual Grace: , , and are 


em; 


ſur- 


And Hrahiach as 6urOppo=: ian Wes oy oy” 


fers ac Kno , it to be but Ache fo wy bs 16 ade: 


eds n oỹ ard vidbtoSigny and! 1 133 
Vith Pate not Lay that the inward 2 n of 
is piritual Grace is tied to it, ink they pre- 


hg nor that it jg of he Nes n em 
ice, freifiey: to Salvation! wWitkr what Nrü-= 
this Fon'ds they: inchriftanus; ind fo. loads 
and fs with Calummies and Accuſatiertsor? 
n a fithis Account, ' ufing-it-as\anInftance» 
m- Ito blacken us, and condemmn in groſs 
im Pur hole Chriſtian Profeſſibn, Pr mel 
nes fpally from hence, as thotcit: wane, the. 
on, chief Thing that conſtitutes à Ghti-⸗- 
fil. tian, and entitles him Ne rr [Ez 
Mar: Og come. 2 hols EO SHO YES © 
not . » +» What | 
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if we may know (as Chriſt, 


Aud value themſelves upon, this: Fer- 


_ © "ruled and governed by the Spitit d 


tel 
What ſhall we think then of per- adh 
haps more than two Parts in three offlche 
their own Aſſembly, ho no More 2 
practiſe this than we do was; and yet tur 
Irs many of them as ſober Poppl A 4nd Fe 


by their Fruits, are doubtles as ven Bu 
the Kingdom, and no leſs in a State offleno 
Grace, than are thoſe who 10 ate 5 Mi 


neg 
inte 


formance; which howeverit ma y bound 
and diſtinguiſh pa articular Sorieries and 
 - Communint, "ths certain rio: Ohſerva- 
tions nor Performances | mort of being 


ext 


Chriſt, as Head, can crittle us to 2 
Memberſhip bim; ; we may make p,; 
a ſpecious Such „ and carry a Syſtemf 
: of Divinity uw dar Heats, but if he 
rules A8t ouf Hearts, we are node off 
his. Twere well they were a8 thou; ht 
ful to fulfil all Rightecufefs in der 
reſpect, and "as tealouſly careful”! 2 
concern d to obſerye and punctually . 
rform alt the Commands and In- 
Riots: do which the Cristian Reli. 
eien '6bli geth th em, and” fo qualify 
Veg to e rightful Inheritofs o 
thoſe Bleſſings and Promiſes pronotin- hs 
ced We" our r Saviour, as-they'tenaciouſly © 
4 ** adhere an 


ol 


bee 
Va 


N 
Per-Ezdhere to this, as tho' it were indeed 
- Olfithe Sum both of Mens Duty and En- 
zoreſpyments, and that their Salvation 
Jetſſeurned upon this very Pin; which yet 
ae People may perform while their Wills 
V/Nare 3 and Lufts unmortified. 
wer But we find that Men have been apt 
S On to be buſily employ d about 
8 10 Mint, Annis, and Cummin, whilſt they 
u seglect the vweighticr Matters, to run 
and into, and cry up, and maintain thoſe 
and exteriour Parts of Religion, that are 
bal a. I reconcilable to an unconverted State. 
— If the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity were 

Olſlleſs taken up about Signs and Shadows 

2 and nice and unneceſſary Scrutinies and 
lake Diſtinctions wherewith they | 
15 it, Ln more deyoted ts .ndifponkible 

weighty, im 7 
NE Precepts of Chriſt, and demortſivate the 
Fe power that Chriſtianity hath over their 
Jad Minds, by affording ſignal Inſtances of 
1 their Lang his true Diſciples, and right- 
11 Jeu Heirs of his Kingdom, being in 
delt. [leafure inveſted with his Divine Ver- 
Ul fytauesand Graces, we ſhould ha ve leſsEnvy 
/ Variance, Bac kbiting, and Detraction, 
Is © 

ln {which weakens the common Intereſt of 
ſly Piety, and gives our common Enemy 
here afh * over at and more Chri- 
G ſtian 


aud g 
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_ nions in! FA je wif - >rwould bring 
2 nearer to e adyarice . 
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2 «Don't: be lige On þ 
| ithofeniiniwſer per viſh Humans, MD 
a velali do like VC 
Mookemt at allo. i 

tl the Books of xhoſę e taks 
Per againſt, whole-Perfyalign.in, me 
ſThingi differs from--whay they have 
pronounced orthodox;{ ds KN T. 
EO *were-itheit) peculior dere hr 
1 _ yet; weste halves gh li Weg el 
Prejudice, 07:18 feeble and fins - | 

2 n Tx Itſelf 
Were our Boots ftuft? Amit ſuch pal 

- pable! Errors (8 1 lugige: N 4 fuel tri 
bccrere ner ſocflangertnu fed i them f in 
Who feag teorcad:tberAlkho Fan? But 

d the conharxY dis a. fires g Indica 

tion that they contain 1 mach Autk 
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ſearch the Sacred Scriptures diligently, 
JF with an Inclination rather to find and 
embrace Truth, than to ſupport a re- 
ceived Opinion; try whether tis ſo or 
not, comparing it with your own Ex- 
periences and the Witneſs of God in 
JT your own Hearts. Tho' our Belief in 


rl ſome of theſe Particulars don't exactly 


quadrate to that of our Oppoſers, at 


WY don't therefore neceſſarily follow, tis 
Lang not agreeable to Truth and Scripture; 
44 nor can they give us any infallible Aſ- 
ſurance, that their Conceptions are a 
true Standard of Truth, notwithſtand- 


ing they vend their Apprehenſions as 
the only Orthodox, yes, and are diſ- 
pleaſed too with thoſe that can t Abrede | 
termined by tlem. 
Wo have no Deſign extryiog; on hee 

J hind the Curtain, howſoever our ſober 
Demeanor may be uncharitably (not 
1 to fay maliciouſly) inſinuated, as only 
a Cover of Sheep's Cloathing upon the 


Wolves Nature; and our moſt ſolemn 


Declaration 0 our Belief: in ſeveral 
religious Points (being undeniable 


{ Truths) conſtrued, and ſuggeſted by 


fore Men as only a fair Cover where- 
with we guild over our Poyſon, that it 
9 the reel, and be the 
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more glibly and. What think pc 
you, is not this the Heighth of Preju- or 
dice and Envy in the Abſtract? Would 
they themſelves be content to be thus 

interp d? We have no Intent to fhs x 
decoy and trepan People, that we ſhould FH 
walk under a Diſguiſe, whichiIntriegues [el 

uſually — one End of them, 
which can't be our Caſe, who neither 

give nor take Money for Preaching; 
ſo that the Increaſe of our Numbers 
will not fill our Coffers. We have no 
© other Intereſt to promote, but the Ad- 
vancement of true Piety and Chriſtia- 
nity: and having Love and Good-will 
to all People, more eſpecially to thoſe 
whoſe Minds are awakened, and Hearts ſav: 
. warmed, having true fervent-Defires, a 8 
and living Breathings towards God, 
thirſting after a nearer and more ſatiſ- 
factory Knowledge of, and Acquain- fre. 
tance with — than barely a Profel- to 
_ fion and Hearſay of him, and therefore 
what we have found ad vantageous, aſ- 
ſiſtant and ſatis factoryrto us im uin un- 
weariet Purſuit aſten oace with hin; 
Git of. Cod in It 
— woe only can do them 
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good Shepherd and / Niſhdp/ f Scι] 
u- or themſelves, arid üaradtd know His 
Voice in them, from that of a Stranger, 
us and learti of him ard fo Hm, Wh 
to hs pure, ande ver- lead to Purity: and 
1d Holineſs, thatcſo his offering up of Him- 
ſelf for: themgnay be of Benefit to them, 
and they experience the great Salvation = 
of God; for impreſs this upon your 
inds, and take it along with you, 
hat notwithſtanding our Saviour hath 
paid a Ranſom for us, and made an A- 
onement through the precious Blood 
of his Croſs; yet if we experience not 
the End of his Coming, and Death ef- 
ſected and anſwer d in N it ſhall 
avail us nothing; except we know him 5 
s, ſa Saviour and Supporter near; — 4 ; 
we know a Principle of Divine Li ight, | 
tif- and Lite, to illuminate our Minds; wy 
revive and warmour languiſhingHeaots, : 
o beget and increaſe true Love to God,: 
and the living Faith, that gives Vie- 
ſtory to. convert us, and gover our” 
Thoughts, to renew and-regolate dur 
im, Wills; and linivour E lires, and 'bvidle* 
our Tongues, to excite holy Snolinas! 
in tions, and keep up a due Heat in dur 
my — — — our Minde ! 
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ſion of Chriſt ſhall profit us nothin 


have his Spirit, and are influenced by 


. Envying und Evil-ſpeaking, let us at 
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to God: Except we know theſe Thing Bc 
in and for onrfelves, all our outſide She 5 

of Religion is but vain, and our Profeſ- 
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but we ſhall lye down in Sorrow at laſt 

for none are Chriſt's, but thoſe that 1 f 
it; nor are any Children of God, butt 
thoſe that are led by the Spirit of God; 


which begets in the Mind a Deteſtatio 15 
of Sin and Evil, and a Love to Purity, Y* 
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_ Goodneſs and virtue; wherefore lay $5 


ing aſide all Strife and Animoſities, a I 
kj 
hor that which is Evil, and cleave tod. 
that which is Good, and addreſs our tir 


ſelves with a due and humble Appli- 


cation to the Accompliſhment of that en 


moſt concerning and important Affair. 


of our Lives, the working 


A 


out our Sal 


vation. And let every one follow theþWi 


the Judgment-Seat'of Chrift, and 


Lord faithfully, according to what ig the 
: made known to them, knowing thatpiit 


we ſhall be judged according to our de 


: Knowledge, and that twill be happy 0 
: for thoſe whoſe Wills and Pe Ormai 
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70 EG don't think our ſelves far- 
jer oblię ged to anſwer the Cavils and 
ritic au of ſuch WO may appear 
H contentious, and will never want ſome- 
12 i thing to object againit thoſe that come 
0 p. in all This exactly to their 
2 ho whom 'y et we adviſe rather to - 
f haft and ſtudy to know and go- 

hire, „ein ea, Ives desbrding to that Re- 


yith FaNcINE and Widows in their Afflic- 
| a3 Ftion, and to keep themſelves ben ch 
Spots 7 een of this World. 
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vg. cel Care and Concem' in our Con- 
2 duct, dye Thoulld Have! little Mind er 
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| Cor. 3. Partake ot the Biting . and 
11, 12,13, With it build on ie. Foundation | 
DR aid, that which may a 

__ the fiery Trial. To which we recon 
mend you, and remain your peaccable 


g Neighbours, 
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